ATAGI advice for vaccine submissions to the
Pharmaceutical Benefits Advisory Committee (PBAC)
All vaccine submissions to the PBAC must be accompanied by clinical advice from ATAGI. This is
commonly referred to as ATAGI pre-submission advice.
ATAGI Working Parties require a minimum of six months to develop pre-submission advice for
ATAGI’s consideration at a face-to-face meeting. This timeframe is subject to negotiation and
possible extension at the Department of Health’s (the Department’s) discretion based on ATAGI’s
workload and prioritisation.
Companies are encouraged to provide the ATAGI Secretariat with as much notice as possible
regarding timing for future requests. The ATAGI Secretariat can be contacted via email at
ATAGI.Secretariat@health.gov.au.
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• Companies must submit a formal request with supporting documentation to the ATAGI
Secretariat at least six months prior to the ATAGI meeting where it is proposed to be
considered for endorsement.
• If a company is proposing to use parallel processing arrangements, it should notify the ATAGI
Secretariat at this time (refer to information on parallel processing below).

• Following receipt of a request, the Department will consider the request in consultation
with the Chair of ATAGI, the Chair of the relevant ATAGI Working Party (where a Working
Party is already established) and the technical support lead within the National Centre for
Immunisation Research and Surveillance (NCIRS); and agree on timeframes for ATAGI
endorsement.
• Agreed timeframes will be communicated by the ATAGI Secretariat to the company to assist
in planning for a future PBAC submission.

• ATAGI advice is developed by its Working Parties, with technical support from NCIRS.
• A Working Party may need to be re-activated or created (as required) to develop the advice.
• The relevant Working Party (through the ATAGI Secretariat) will liaise with the company as
required throughout the development process.

• ATAGI advice is considered for endorsement at a face-to-face meeting held in February, June
and October each year.
• The final ATAGI advice is provided to the company by the ATAGI Secretariat as soon as
possible following ATAGI endorsement.
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